Minutes of the June 22, 2021
Special Meeting of the Yancey County Board Of Commissioners
Joint Meeting with the Yancey County Board of Elections
Held at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room
Yancey County Board of Elections, Burnsville North Carolina

Present at the meeting held June 22, 2021 were Chairman Jeff Whitson, Commissioner
David Grindstaff, Commissioner Jill Austin, Commissioner Mark Ledford, Commissioner
Johnny Riddle, County Manager Lynn Austin (by phone), County Finance Officer Brandi
Burleson, County Attorney Donny Laws, and Clerk to the Board Sonya Morgan.
Present at the meeting representing Yancey County Board of Election were Chairman
Gary Boone, Julia Tipton, Joey Miller, and Brenda Wilson.
Call to Order
Chairman Whitson called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance.
Approval of the Agenda
Chairman Whitson asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner Riddle
made the motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner Grindstaff seconded the motion. By
unanimous vote, the agenda was approved. (Attachment A)
Purchase of Voting Equipment
Board of Elections Chairman, Gary Boone addressed those in attendance and indicated
they would need to gather additional information for the voting equipment and would present at
the Board of Commissioners Special Meeting on June 28, 2021.
Hazard Duty Pay
Mr. Boone addressed the request for hazard pay and stated the Yancey County Board of
Elections (YCBOE) was told by State Board of Elections (SBOE) they could receive hazard pay.
He further stated the money had been sent to the county account to be disbursed. Mr. Boone also
reported that their board, by resolution, had accepted hazard pay for board members and staff.
YCBOE Member Julia Tipton reported invoices for subgrant were sent to Raleigh and were
approved. She reported the subgrant could be used for hazard pay. She also indicated invoices
for FICA and retirement were not included in the initial submission, so subsequent invoices were
submitted and approved. Chairman Whitson stated the county does not have a hazard pay policy
and to pay BOE board members and staff would set precedence. Ms. Tipton stated the state
BOE had approved the CARES Act funding for hazard duty pay. A discussion ensued regarding
CARES Act funding received by various departments and how the funding was used in county
departments. County Manager Austin stated none of the other county employees received hazard
pay from the CARES Act funds. County Attorney Laws advised in order to pay hazard pay, the
county must have a hazard pay policy. He discussed actions each board present would need to
consider in order use the grant for hazard pay. Mr. Boone stated their board had made the
decision to pay hazard pay, discussed how the proposed hazard payments were calculated, and
what COVID-related expenses were incurred during the election cycle. (Commissioner Austin
had to leave the meeting.) County Finance Officer Burleson reported to the Board she had
requested copies of invoices and supporting documentation from YCBOE Director Mary Beth
Tipton.
County Attorney Laws advised the YCBOE board to have their director submit invoices
and supporting documentation to County Finance Officer Burleson so she could determine if the
monies being held were funds allocated pursuant to Session Law 2020-17 (initial grant), which
allowed for hazard pay for board members, supervisor, and staff. Mr. Laws advised the Ms.
Burleson would need the information to determine under what statute each reimbursement was
paid. Commissioner Ledford made the motion to table the request for hazard pay until YCBOE
Director Mary Beth Tipton provided the documentation to Ms. Burleson for review.
Commissioner Riddle seconded the motion. By a vote of 4 — 0, the motion was approved

Adjournment
Having no further business, Commissioner Ledford made a motion to adjourn with
Commissioner Riddle seconding the motion. The Board of Commissioners voted 4 -0 to adjourn.
Approved and authenticated this the 12th day of July 2021.
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AGENDA
YANCEY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING
JUNE 22, 2021
5:30 PM

I.
II.
III.

Call to Order
Approval of the Agenda
Joint Meeting with Yancey County Board of Elections (BOE)
a. BOE Members, Supervisor, and Staff Hazard Duty Pay
b. Purchase and Acquisition of Voting Equipment

IV.

Adjourn

